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Two years in Niigata
Badawy Abu - Ibrahim (Research

Associate, Fac. of Sci., Cairo University)

Happily, I got two years’ scholar-
ship from Egyptian Government to
complete my Ph.D program in either
U.S.A, Europe or Japan. I chose
Japan and contacted Prof. Y. Suzuki, Niigata Univer-
sity, whom I have known from his published works and
scientific fame. To my luck, he accepted me as a Ph.D
student. When I arrived in Niigata in April 1998, I did
not find a big difference between Egyptian and Japanese
societies. Niigata is a beautiful city : The high density
of trees and beautiful flowers surprised me.

The problem that I had was due to the weather espe-
cially in winter, but I enjoyed myself by the snow which
I saw for the first time in my life.

Also I found some problems in communication with
Japanese people because I could not speak Japanese and
Japanese people do not speak English in general, so
unfortunately I got few friends. Japanese people are
hard workers, kind and polite. I have accomplished a
hopefully good thesis work and recall Japan with good
impressions. I hope I can see it again.
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