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My experience at and impressions of Niigata University

Guang R. Shi (Department of Geology)

The very name, Niigata University,
was of course not new to me before my
arrival in October 2000 - I have known
this university, especially its Depart-

ment of Geology, through the scientific

literature. I was extremely lucky and
honored to have been invited to visit this university as a
Visiting Professor. I must say that the past 3.5 months
have been the most relaxed time I ever had since com-
mencing my teaching post back in Australia, because
here I have no administration and little student interac-
tion, and I spend most of my time concentrating on
research, which is exactly what I enjoy most.

I have already had fond memories of the place, the
people, the culture, and the snow. Back in Melbourne,
Australia, where I come from, I have hardly seen any
snow even in winter (that is, summer in Japan). So, I
was overwhelmed on Christmas Day when, just after
lunch, heavy snow started here in Niigata.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
greatest gratitude to the Faculty of Science and all the
staff members of the Department of Geology for their
collective hospitality, which really has made me feel at
home. THANK YOU ALL!
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